
ACTIVITY 2: Phase Separation 
Activity Objective:  Describe an experiment to demonstrate the phase separation of alcohol, 
water, and gasoline 

Materials: Chapter 6, paper, computer, printer, Internet Access 

Definition All alcohols absorb water, and the alcohol–water mixture can separate from the 
gasoline and sink to the bottom of the container. This process is called phase separation.  This 
condition can cause moisture to accumulate in the container as a result of condensation of the 
moisture in the air.  

Procedure: 

1. Work as partners or small  teams 
2. Research and brainstorm fluid phase separation 
3. Locate a video on the process of phase separation 
4. Based on the text in chapter 6 and an Internet search, create a detailed experiment on a 

separate document that will show the phase separation of fuels. 
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